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Co-chair’s Summary

Item 1: Welcome remarks from the secretariat 

1. The twelfth meeting of the Steering Committee for Implementation of the Fifth Montevideo Programme for the Development and Periodic Review of Environmental Law (Montevideo Programme V) was opened by Ms. Patricia Kameri-Mbote, Director of the Law Division of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). In discharging the secretariat functions on behalf of UNEP, according to paragraph 6(a) of the Montevideo Programme V, Ms. Kameri-Mbote welcomed members to the meeting, expressing appreciation for their continued commitment in serving as members of the Steering Committee for Implementation. 

2. Ms. Kameri-Mbote informed members that the UNEP Law Division had recently adopted a new organizational structure that would help bolster and sharpen the Division’s work under the Montevideo Programme V. Ms. Kameri-Mbote presented the organisational structure of the Division which had taken effect on 1 February 2026. The new structure includes the Office of the Director, the Office of the Deputy Director, the Programme Delivery and Support Unit, the OzonAction Branch, and four new thematic sections: Climate Section, Nature and Land Section, Pollution Section, and the Environmental Governance Section. Under the Office of the Director, the Principal Legal Advisor provides Member States and UNEP with legal and procedural support to the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) and its intersessional and subsidiary bodies and other intergovernmental processes. The Programme Delivery and Support Unit oversees the financial, human resources, procurement, and other related matters. The Division also hosts the UNEP’s Environmental Law and Governance Subprogramme Coordinator under the Office of the Director 

3. Ms. Kameri-Mbote noted that the structure aligns with the thematic priorities of UNEP and as identified by the National Focal Points under the Montevideo Programme V. The changes would also allow for closer alignment with other UNEP Divisions and Offices and MEAs secretariats. Ms. Kameri-Mbote clarified the Law Division’s core functions as well: 
a. Technical assistance and capacity building to countries;
b. Advisory services to other UNEP Divisions/Offices, intergovernmental processes and MEAs secretariats; and
c. Thought leadership and collective intelligence. 

4. Ms. Kameri-Mbote further conveyed the secretariat’s proposal to hold the next Steering Committee meeting in March 2026with the aim of raising awareness of the Division’s workplan and priorities for year 2026.

5. Regarding the Third Global Meeting of National Focal Points, Ms. Kameri-Mbote reported that UNEP currently lacks sufficient funds to convene the meeting in an in-person format and underscored the importance of collaborating closely with Steering Committee members to mobilize the necessary resources. In this context, she highlighted that the purpose of the present meeting was to identify practical ways to raise financial resources for convening the Third Global Meeting in an in-person format, noting that the option of convening it online remained available.

Item 2: Introduction of members

6. The Chair of the Steering Committee, Mr. Marcelo J. Cousillas, noted that there had been no changes to the membership of the Steering Committee since its previous meeting. 

7. The Chair further confirmed that he was continuing to serve as sole Chair in the absence of a designated Co‑chair from a developed country, pending any nomination by the developed‑country members currently represented on the Committee. He also reconfirmed the temporary appointment of Ms. Karen Banda of Zambia to conduct the functions of Rapporteur until the Steering Committee elects a successor to serve for the remainder of the term.

8. The Chair reminded members of paragraph 5 of the Modalities of Work for the Steering Committee, which provides that a member State whose designated national focal point is unable to attend a meeting may appoint an alternate member to serve for that meeting, and that such appointment should be communicated in writing, including electronically, to the Co‑chairs with a copy to the secretariat. In line with that provision, the Steering Committee member from Bosnia and Herzegovina had formally communicated the designation of an alternate member from the same country to participate in the Committee’s deliberations for this meeting.

Item 3: Adoption of the agenda

9. The Committee adopted the agenda for the meeting, based on the Provisional Agenda (UNEP/Env.Law/MTV5/SCI.12/1/Rev1) shared with the members in the secretariat’s invitation and made available on the UNEP-LEAP website. 

Item 4: Preparations for the Third Global Meeting of National Focal Points

10. Mr. Alvin Gachie, on behalf of the secretariat, presented an overview of the preparations for the Third Global Meeting of National Focal Points under the Montevideo Programme V, based on the mandate provided under Paragraph 6 of the Montevideo Programme V document.

11. The secretariat presented the provisional agenda for the meeting, based on the agenda for the Second Global Meeting held in 2024, with the following agenda items:
a. Opening of the meeting.
b. Organisational matters – organisation of work, including the schedule and documentation.
c. National focal points – the status of national focal points; their role, coordination functions, and engagement with stakeholders.
d. Implementation of the Fifth Programme for the Development and Periodic Review of Environmental Law.
e. Mid-term review of the Fifth Programme for the Development and Periodic Review of Environmental Law.
f. Partnerships and stakeholder engagements.
g. Steering Committee for Implementation.
h. Dates and venue of the Fourth Global Meeting of National Focal Points.
i. Other matters.
j. Adoption of outcomes of the meeting.
k. Closure of the meeting.

12. The secretariat presented the proposed budget for the in‑person meeting, which anticipated conference services including interpretation services, as well as travel support for eighty participants, at a total cost of USD 553,700, should it be held in Nairobi, similar to the Second Global Meeting.

13. Members acknowledged the strategic importance of bringing focal points together in person to reinforce identity, cohesion, and impact of the Programme. Members indicated that the Global Meeting also serves as a useful networking opportunity for National Focal Points. The Chair strongly encouraged efforts to hold the meeting in-person, if financially feasible.

14. Since the last Steering Committee meeting, the secretariat had not received any expressions of interest to host, nor financial contributions towards organizing the Third Global Meeting. Taking note of the current funding pressures and the timeline for preparation, the Chair indicated that a virtual meeting may be facilitated, while keeping an in-person modality under active consideration by prospective Member States yet to express their interest in hosting.

15. The Committee requested the secretariat to prepare outreach to National Focal Points, including an invitation for expressions of interest to host or finance an in-person meeting. It was determined that should there be no offers or contributions forthcoming, then the secretariat would resort to hosting the meeting virtually.

Item 8: Date, time, and venue of the next meeting of the Steering Committee for Implementation.

16. The Committee agreed on the dates for the next three Steering Committee meetings:
a. The thirteenth meeting would be held on 31 March 2026for members to be informed of the Law Division workplan and priorities for year 2026, and the preparations for the Third Global Meeting; 
b. While initially proposed that the fourteenth meeting be held on 1 June 2026, preceding the Third Global Meeting proposed to be held from 2 to 4 June 2026, it was noted that 1 June is a United Nations Holiday in Nairobi, Kenya. As such, the fourteenth meeting may be held either during the prior week or during the Third Global Meeting. 
c. The fifteenth meeting would be held on a date to be determined, possibly in October or November 2026.

17. The Committee requested the secretariat to circulate the invite for the thirteenth meeting and provisional agenda with members and upload the details on UNEP-LEAP.

Item 9: Any Other Business

18. There was no other business raised.

Item 10: Closure of Meeting

19. The Chair acknowledged the constructive engagement and reaffirmed the collective responsibility to strengthen programme delivery, secure full regional representation, and mobilise resources to achieve the Programme’s objectives. The Chair thanked members for their participation and closed the meeting.


 
Annex I: Members of the Steering Committee for Implementation in attendance at the meeting 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ms. Nermina Skejović-Hurić (alternate)
Burkina Faso, Mr. Gontran Some
Cambodia, H.E. Mr. Vann Monyneath
France, Ms. Chloé Godefroy
Maldives, Ms. Fazeela Ahmed Shaheem
Slovenia, Ms. Tanja Pucelj Vidović
Switzerland, Mr. Vincent Bohnenblust
Uruguay, Mr. Marcelo J. Cousillas
Zambia, Ms. Karen Banda

Annex II: Agenda for the Twelfth Meeting of the Steering Committee for Implementation

1. Welcome remarks from the secretariat. 
2. Introductions of members. 
3. Adoption of the agenda. 
4. Preparations for the third global meeting of the national focal points. 
5. Date, time, and venue of the next meeting of the Steering Committee for Implementation. 
6. Any other business. 
7. Closure of the meeting. 

Annex III: Provisional Agenda for the Thirteenth Meeting of the Steering Committee for Implementation

1. Welcome remarks from the secretariat. 
2. Introductions of members. 
3. Adoption of the agenda. 
4. UNEP Law Division Workplan.
5. Preparations for the third global meeting of national focal points.
6. Date, time and venue of the next meeting of the steering committee for implementation.
7. Any other business.
8. Closure of the meeting.
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