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by and between the Government
of the Republic of Lebanon
(GOL), acting through the Minis-
try of Interior and Municipalities
(MoIM), and the Government of
the United States of America
(USQ), acting through the United
States Agency ftor International
Development (USAID), is to set
forth the agrecmment of the GOL
and USG (collectively, the «Par-
ties») to cooperate on assistance
provided by the Small Village
Waste water Treatment Systems
Project to alleviate the pollution of
the upper Litani River and Lake

Qaraoun.
Article 2- The Project
2-1 The Small Village Waste-

water Treatment Systems Project
(the «Project):

a) Assists selected Bekaa Munici-
palities in addressing uncontrolled
discharges of untreated domestic
wastewater into the upper Litani
River basin by providing them
with viable treatment systems and
designs for their domestic waste-
waler discharges in the Litani
River; and

b) Assists the selected Bekaa
Municipalities in establishing do-
mestic wastewater treatment facil-
ities based on those designs;

2-2 The Project seeks to mitigate
water quality degradation of the
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MEMORANDUM OF
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN
THE GOYERNMENT OF THE
REPUBLIC OF LEBANON
AND
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
FOR
MUTUAL COOPERATION TO
ADDRESS POLLUTION

OF THE LITANI RIVER AND LAKE

QARAQOUN THROUGH THE
SAMALL VILLAGE WASTEWATER
TREATMENT SYSTEMS PROJECT

Article 1- Purpose

1-1 The purpose of this Memor-
andum of Understanding (MOU)
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complementary organization(s)
engaged by USAID to provide
the assistance described herein.
CDM may directly engage Leba-
nese and other subcontractors in
providing the needed assistance to
the project. Such assistance is
contemplated through September
2007, and 1s described more parti-

cularly hereinbelow.

2-4 In coordination with Bekaa
Water Establishment and the
selected Bekaa Municipalities, a
technical team provided by CDM
(«CDM Technical Team») will
conduct specific assistance
throughout the life of the Project.
While the form of this assistance
will vary during the three phases
of the Project-design, construction
and commissioning - as described
below, the CIDM Technical Team
will carry out Project activities to
support the development of do-
mestic wastewater treatment facil-
ities with the participation of
stakcholders concerned, encoura-

‘ng local level participation in
plaizning, construction, and opera-
tion of wastewater treatment facil-

ities through the Project.

2-5 During the design phase,
which begun in October 2004 and
has ended in November 2005, the
CDM Technical Tcam conducted
wastewdter treatment initiatives

Litanmi River Basin from uncon-
trolled discharge of untreated
domestic wastewater within the
upper Litani River basin. (The
Project does not cover treatment
ol indusirial and agriculltural was-
tewater). The Project supports the
preparation of designs and tender
documents of multiple wastewater
treatment facilities in the region,
and then construction of these
facilities. The final number of
treatment facilities and final num-
ber of villages served will be
determined before the construc-
tion funds are allocated.

2-3 USAID provides assistance
to strengthen Lebanon’s waste-
water sector through the Project.
All USAID funding for the Project
is provided by USAID to a U.S.
Private sector contractor cngaged
directly by USAID to Provide
Project assistance, is subject to
the terms and conditions of
USAID’s contract and nothing in
this MOU amends or modifies
that contract. For These pur-
poses, USATID has entered into a
contract with Camp Dresser &
Mckee. As used in this MOU,
«CDM>» includes the organiza-
tion, its affihates, subsidiaries,
sister company and branches
named in the preceding sentence

of this section or any successor or
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ities include providing land for the
facility, initial site clearing, con-
struction of non-process structures
on site, monitoring influent and
effluent quality, and identifying
facility staff. The staff will receive
training and will operate the
facility during the commissioning
period of one year, during which
CDM will assist with the opera-
tions and maintenance. After the
commissioning period, the Muni-
cipalities will be wholly responsi-
ble for the operations and
maintenance of the facility for
the remainder of its reasonable
lifetime.

Article 3- Roles and Responsibilities of
the Parties

3-1 To ensure the success of the
Project, USAID and MoIM will
carry out specific roles and re-
sponsibilities,

3-2 USAID, acting through
CDM (and its subcontractors)
unless otherwise indicated, will:

a) Develop selection criteria and
prepare a list of candidate villages;

b) Engage communities in the
Project, addressing any comments
and concerns;

c¢) Select Bekaa Municipalities
and sign MQOUs between USAID
and selected Municipalities for the
design and construction of muni-

cipal wastewater facilities, and for

through community involvement
and technical cooperation, ex-
plored lessons leamed from best
practices for application in Lecba-
non, identified appropriate domes-
tic waste treatment systems and
prepared designs and tender docu-
ments for towns with populations

of up to 15,000 people.

2-6 During the construction
phase, which begins in October
2005 and is now expected to end in
September 2007, the CDM Tech-
nical Team will oversee construc-
tion of wastewater treatment
facilities as designed. Qualified
Lebanese and other contractors
will be used for the construction.
The municipalities will have spe-
cific tasks to complete with regard
to construction, and will have the
opportunity to periodically review
the construction progress.

2-7 During the commissioning
phase, which will commence at
facility start up and will continue
for up to twelve months, facilitie
will be commissioned, munici.p.
operators will be trained and
operation of the facilities over-
seen by CDM.

2-8 Each Municipality selected
for a wastewater treatment facility
will have responsibilities as pre-
sented 1n a separate MOU between
it and USAID. These responsibil-
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the success of the activity.

d} Ensure that selected Munici-
palities take full management and
financial responsibility for the
operation and maintenance costs
of the wastewater treatment facil-
ities. including but not limited to
the following: needed manpower
for the proper operation of the
facility; power requirements;
sludge removal and disposal; ne-
cessary spare parts and chemicals;
sampling and laboratory analysis
and reporting for effluent moni-
toring as required by the Ministry
of the Environment in the Envir-
onmental Impact Assessment Re-
port; monitoring the proper
operation of the facility, and
obtaining assistance in the event
of a problem or breakage that is
not reparable by the Municipality
itself.

e) Facilitate the administrative
procedures necessary for the se-
scted Municipalities to comply

th the Project requirements,
qcluding the provision of suitable
land tol:host the wastewater treat-
ment chility that meets current
and future needs, and the signing
by ez;u:h,?l selected Municipality of
an MOU with USAID Separate
from this MOTUIL

f) Encourage and facilitate exist-

operations and maintenance of the
facilities;

d) Prepare design and tender
documents for the facilities;

e) Select construction contrac-

tors;

f) Construct the selected facilities

within the budget available; and

g) Provide operation and main-
tenance training to responsible
Municipalities or other manage-
ment bodies during the commis-

sioning phase.

3-3 The MolIM wiil:

a) Designate a small group of key
Ministry representatives to be
involved with the Project imple-
mentation, chaired by the Minister
or his designee, who will facilitate
close communications with the
selected Municipalities, in addi-
tion to other Ministries and gov-
ernmental agencies involved in the

Program scope.

b) Inform other stakeholder
lebanese government ministries
of this MOU, and request their
cooperation with the project to
quickly reduce the domestic pollu-
tion discharged to the Litam
River.

¢) Provide the selected Munici-
palities with support for all legal

and procedural actions needed for
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construction and implementation.

}) Arrange exemption from any
and all national and local customs
duties and fees on equipment and
vehicles purchased for the Project,
including the minimum required

taxes.

k) Arrange exemption from all
municipal taxes and fees related to
the offices of CDM in Lebanon
including rental value fees, sewer
and sidewalk maintenance fees,
and applicable signage fees of
those offices for the duration of

the Project.

1} Maintain or cause to be
maintained, as appropriate, re-
cords related to the assistance
described herein in a manner
adeqaute to show use and receipt
of such assistance. Such records
shall be maintained for a period of
three (3) years after this assistance
has been furnished. MoIM shall
afford representatives of USAID,
or their designees, the opportunity
at all rcasonable times to inspect
the site(s) of such assistance and
records relating to the provision of

such assistance,
Article 4- General Provisions

4-1 This MOU may be amended
or modificd with the written

consent of both Parties.

4-2 This MOU shal cnter into full

force upon signature by all Parties

Ao

ing Municipal «public works» or
water and wastewater» (or similar)
committees to oversee facility
funding and operations within
cach contributing village or sup-
port the formation of new com-

mittee to perform this task.

2) Support and facilitate an inter-

municipality Waste Water Treat-
ment Project (WWTP) manage-
ment body, in cases where the
WWTP will be serving more than
one Municipality, to oversee op-
erations and maintenance of the
facility and support the lead
municipality (usually where the
WWTP is located) in obtaining
the necessary cooperation from
the other participating municipa-
lities.

h) Support the selected Munici-
palities as they enforce removal or
pretreatment of industrial waste-
water discharges to their waste-
water collecuion system per the
Ministry of Environment require-
menis.

i) Arrange exemptions for a
taxes, including social security
taxes for salary and compensa-
tion paid for all local and foreign
employees and consultants hired
by CDM for the implementation
of the project as well as all Value
Added Taxcs (VAT) related to

goods and services for Project
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GOVERNMENT OF THE and after approval by the GOL

UNITED STATES Council of Ministers or Parlia-

OF AMERICA ment. This MOU may be

Raouf Youssefl amended or modified by the

Mission Director, USAID/ Lebanon mutual written agreement by the

Date: 21/12/05 duly authorized recpresentatives of
—eeut—— both Parties.

4-3 Either Party may terminate
or suspend this memorandum by
giving 90 (ninety) days written
notice. Termination of this MOU
will terminate all responsibilities
of the Parties on and after the date
of termination.

4-4 Neither Party obligates or
commits, or promises to obligate
or commit, any funding to any
Party to this MOU or any other
party by signing this MOQOU.
Nevertheless, it 1s the intention of
the Parties. subject to availability
of their respective funding for this
purpose, to carry out, in good
faith, their roles and responsibil-
ities as described in this MOU.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the
Parties, acting through their duly
authorized representative, have
caused this MOU to be signed in

their names below.

GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC
OF LEBANON
H.E. Hasan El Sabeh
Minister, Ministry
of Interior and Municipalities
Date: 21/12/2005

44



